
IV TREATMENT OF BLOOD SUGAR LESS THAN OR EQUAL TO 40 MG/dL (2.2 mmol/L)

Does patient have UAC, UVC correctly placed or a patent peripheral intravenous device?

No

Yes

Place One

Give an IV bolus of D10W
Dose 2 ml's per kg IV over

several minutes

Recheck the blood
sugar within 15 to 30

minutes after
anyglucose bolus or
increase in IV rate

Is blood sugar less than or equal to 40 mg/dL

Yes

No

Evaluate the blood sugar frequently
- every 15 to 30 minutes until stable
> 50 (2.8 mmol/L) on at least two

consecutive evaluations

Repeat the IV bolus if the
blood sugar is again 40 (2.2

mmol/) or less (to stabilize the
blood sugar

Is blood sugar less than or equal to 40 mg/dL

Yes

Repeat the IV bolus if the
blood sugar is again 40 (2.2

mmol/) or less (to stabilize the
blood sugar

Is blood sugar less than or equal to 40 mg/dL

Yes

If the blood sugar does not improve or
stabilize over 50 (2.8 mmol/L) after two

boluses of glucose, repeat the glucose bolus
and increase the IV to 100 or 120 ml's per
kg per day and/or change the IV glucose

concentration to D12.5W

This practice guideline was developed using the S.T.A.B.L.E. Transport Education Program Manual, 2001 Edition, with permission
of the author. (Karlsen, K., S.T.A.B.L.E. Transport Education Program, pp. 6-15.2000 Edition)


